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How to Read This
This is a companion, not a replacement. Watch the actual video on Khan Academy, keep this page open beside it, and when you reach a timecode below, pause and read the note. The notes are us in the margin, pointing at what’s worth slowing down for. Nothing here is graded.
What This Video Does
A short, myth-busting portrait. Khan asks who Columbus really was, what he was actually after, and dismantles two stories almost everyone believes about him — that he was first, and that he was a lone genius who knew the earth was round.
In the Margins
~0:40  ·  A new technology made the man.  Khan notes Columbus was a “voracious reader” — possible only because the printing press (around 1450) had just made books available, including Marco Polo’s. A new information technology shapes who he becomes. We’re living through our own version of that right now.
~1:10  ·  His real dream wasn’t a new world.  It was reaching China, getting rich, converting Asians, and launching a fresh crusade against Muslims. He died still believing he’d reached Asia. The man we put on a holiday never knew what he had actually done.
~1:45  ·  Myth one: he wasn’t first.  The Vikings reached the Americas around 1000 CE. Khan asks the sharp question — so why don’t they get the credit? — and answers: their settlement didn’t last and didn’t spread. So in history, “discovery” doesn’t mean “first to arrive.” It means “the arrival that changed everything after.” A more honest definition, and a more troubling one.
~2:45  ·  Myth two: he was wrong, and lucky.  Columbus badly underestimated the size of the earth. The experts who turned him down were right. He sailed into what should have been certain death and survived only because two unknown continents happened to sit in the way. Not a visionary genius — a stubborn man saved by a coincidence that remade the world.
~3:48  ·  He shopped it around.  Portugal, France, and England all said no — too risky. Spain, fresh off the Reconquista and itching to beat Portugal, said yes. Tie this back to the last video: the “why now, why Spain” you just learned is the whole reason anyone funded this at all.
~4:20  ·  To possess a place, first rename it.  San Salvador, Juana, Hispaniola — he renames everything the moment he arrives. Renaming is the first act of ownership. Hold that thought; the next video reads his own words doing exactly this to people’s homelands.

After You Watch — Questions to Sit With
1. Columbus was wrong about the size of the world and survived by luck. Why do we still call him a genius — and what does that reveal about how heroes get made?
1. The Vikings came first, but Khan says it “didn’t count.” Do you agree with how he defines what counts as discovery?
1. He died believing he’d reached Asia. How should we name someone for an achievement he neither understood nor intended?
An Invitation to Write
Lucky, not visionary.  Using this video, argue for or against the claim that Columbus’s reputation rests on a mistake and a coincidence. Be specific about his miscalculation of the earth’s size and what he actually believed he had found.
Where This Connects
1. Back to Track A:  this is the man behind Movement One’s first close-reading voice — his own journal.
1. Next in Period 1:  “Consequences of Columbus’s Voyage” — where Khan reads Columbus’s actual 1493 letter and follows what it cost the Taínos.
↩  Return to the Hub
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