The Lost Colony of Roanoke, Part 1
The Annotated Khan Course · Track B
U.S. History · Period 2 (1607–1754) · Step 4 of 18 · about 11 minutes · two historians in conversation

How to Read This
This is a companion, not a replacement. Watch the actual video on Khan Academy, keep this page open beside it, and pause at each timecode to read the note. Nothing here is graded.
What This Video Does
A different format — two historians talking through England’s first colonial attempt: the dream of a Northwest Passage, Walter Raleigh’s hand-picked expedition, promising first contact with the Secotan and Croatoan peoples, and the moment it all turned on a silver cup.
In the Margins
1:05  ·  “The Graveyard of the Atlantic.”  England’s first colony site was a shoal-ringed barrier island where ships go to die. Listen for how often weather, shipwreck, and bad luck steer this story — history is not only choices; it’s also wind.
2:55  ·  The honest vocabulary lesson.  “Privateers, which is a nice word that the English use to mean pirate” — and the other historian answers, “state-sanctioned piracy.” Enjoy how plain speech dissolves a euphemism in real time. Practice doing that to official language wherever you meet it.
3:41  ·  The space-race analogy.  Spain as the Soviet Union, Roanoke as England’s moonshot. Analogies like this are tools, not truths — test it: where does it fit (rivalry, prestige, catch-up panic) and where does it break (nobody lived on the moon)? That breaking point is exactly where this story turns dark.
6:42  ·  John White’s paintings — evidence with a viewpoint.  The expedition’s artist gives us some of the only images of the Secotan and Croatoan world: longhouses, towns, fields. Treasure them and question them — they’re a colonist’s eye on a world he was sent to claim. Every primary source is both a window and a lens.
8:54  ·  One cup. Pause here.  First contact went well — trade, exchange, goodwill. Then the English accused the Secotans of stealing a silver cup and answered with killings. The historians call it what it is: a “minor incident” met with massacre, by soldiers fresh from England’s brutal war in Ireland. The rehearsal you learned about two videos ago just took the stage.
9:53  ·  Why so disproportionate?  Because these men had learned, in Ireland, that “different” people must be taught early to obey — heads on sidewalks, burned villages. The cruelty wasn’t a flare of temper; it was trained doctrine. When violence looks senseless, ask where it was learned.

After You Watch — Questions to Sit With
1. The historians admit the silver cup may never even have been stolen. What does it mean that a colony’s fate could hinge on an accusation?
1. These soldiers were veterans of Ireland. How does knowing where cruelty was trained change how you read it?
1. Where does the space-race analogy illuminate, and where does it dangerously mislead?
An Invitation to Write
The minor incident.  Write about a small event — in history or in your own life — that turned everything, and use Roanoke to argue why “minor” moments carry so much weight when trust is thin and power is armed.
Where This Connects
1. Back to Track A:  Movement One’s pattern — goodwill met with violence — from Columbus to Cortés.
1. Next:  Part 2 — families, a carved word, and what the evidence actually says happened.
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