The Impact of Tobacco
The Annotated Khan Course · Track B
U.S. History · Period 2 (1607–1754) · Step 8 of 18 · about 4½ minutes

How to Read This
This is a companion, not a replacement. Watch the actual video on Khan Academy, keep this page open beside it, and pause at each timecode to read the note. Nothing here is graded.
What This Video Does
Two arrivals change everything: Lord Delaware, who turns friction with the Powhatans into a war of extinction, and John Rolfe’s tobacco, which finally gives Virginia a way to get rich. The video ends on a date to memorize: 1619.
In the Margins
~1:00  ·  Ireland again — by name.  Lord Delaware was a veteran of England’s Irish campaigns, and Khan says he brought those exact tactics: raid the villages, burn the crops, no coexistence. The rehearsal-to-performance pipeline you’ve tracked since Video 2 is now explicit policy: Native people are to “go away or die.”
~2:10  ·  A wedding as a ceasefire.  The first Anglo-Powhatan War pauses with John Rolfe’s marriage to Pocahontas — diplomacy through a seventeen-year-old’s body, not a romance. By 1625 the wars end with the Powhatans killed or driven out. From the welcome of 1607 to elimination in under twenty years.
~3:10  ·  Saved by a cash crop.  Rolfe discovers tobacco thrives in the marshy soil. Europe can’t buy enough. No gold — but an addictive luxury crop turns Virginia profitable at last. Pause on the irony: the first successful American business is a drug. And cash crops have one endless appetite: labor.
~4:20  ·  1619.  “The very first slave ship arrived in Jamestown in 1619.” Twelve years after founding. Mark the date the way you marked fifty million in Period 1 — the next two videos explain how a colony with a handful of enslaved people becomes a society built on slavery, and why that outcome was chosen, not fated.

After You Watch — Questions to Sit With
1. Virginia was saved by tobacco — an addictive export. What does it mean that profit, not community, made the colony viable?
1. The Rolfe-Pocahontas marriage bought peace. What do political marriages tell you about how women’s lives were used in this era?
1. Khan says extinction “succeeded.” How does hearing it stated that flatly land on you, compared to softer textbook phrasings?
An Invitation to Write
The crop decides.  Argue that tobacco — not any king, company, or governor — set Virginia’s course: its land hunger, its labor system, its wars. Then say what that suggests about how much economics steers history.
Where This Connects
1. Back to Track A:  the cotton-gin pattern of Movement Three — a profitable plant deepening bondage — begins here with tobacco.
1. Next:  the cruel arithmetic of labor in the Chesapeake.
↩  Return to the Hub
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