Society and Religion in the New England Colonies
The Annotated Khan Course · Track B
U.S. History · Period 2 (1607–1754) · Step 11 of 18 · about 11 minutes

How to Read This
This is a companion, not a replacement. Watch the actual video on Khan Academy, keep this page open beside it, and pause at each timecode to read the note. Nothing here is graded.
What This Video Does
The other founding myth: Pilgrims and Puritans, Plymouth and Massachusetts Bay. Khan explains who the Puritans were, what “city upon a hill” meant, why New England grew healthy, literate, and egalitarian — and how the persecuted became persecutors.
In the Margins
0:00  ·  Two myths, one country.  Khan opens perfectly: grow up in Pennsylvania and the founding story is Plymouth Rock; grow up in Virginia and it’s Jamestown. Religious freedom or a quick buck — the nation never decided which story it descends from. Both are true; that’s the point. Carry the doubleness.
~2:30  ·  Purify — the name is the program.  Puritans thought the Church of England kept too much Catholic pomp; they wanted it stripped to the Bible. And since the king was the church, criticizing it was political danger — there was no separation of church and state to shelter them. That missing wall is the absence American constitutional law will later be built to fill.
~4:30  ·  Pilgrims vs. Puritans — separatists vs. reformers.  Plymouth’s Pilgrims (1620) gave the Church of England up as lost and separated entirely; the Massachusetts Bay Puritans (1630, fourteen thousand strong in the Great Migration) meant to model a righteous society so compelling England would copy it. John Winthrop’s “city upon a hill” — a phrase presidents still reach for — was a reform proposal aimed back across the ocean.
~7:00  ·  Why New England prospered differently.  Cold, rocky land meant no plantations; families, not single male adventurers, meant balanced communities; small farms meant no mass servitude or enslavement. Life expectancy near seventy; literacy among the world’s highest, because Scripture demanded readers. Environment plus motive, once again, writes the social order — compare every line of this to the Chesapeake.
~9:00  ·  The persecuted persecute.  Christmas: canceled. Dissent: exile or execution. Roger Williams, who dared question the treatment of Native peoples, expelled (1636) — he founds Rhode Island as a refuge from the refuge. Anne Hutchinson, expelled “for daring to be a woman who preached.” Suffering intolerance, it turns out, teaches very few people tolerance. It mostly teaches them what power feels like from below — and how to use it from above.

After You Watch — Questions to Sit With
1. The Puritans fled persecution and immediately persecuted. Why is “we suffered, therefore we’ll be kind” so much rarer than its opposite?
1. “City upon a hill” began as a religious reform pitch. What happens to a phrase like that when presidents borrow it for a nation?
1. Anne Hutchinson’s crime was preaching while female. Who plays her role — the voice expelled for speaking out of assigned place — in communities you know?
An Invitation to Write
Two origin stories.  Jamestown or Plymouth: argue which is the truer ancestor of the country you actually live in — profit-seeking or covenant-seeking — and use specifics from both colonies to make the case. Then admit what the other story explains that yours can’t.
Where This Connects
1. Back to Track A:  the church-state fusion here is what Movement Two’s First Amendment answers.
1. Next:  New England’s politics — town meetings, and a war that made it Virginia’s twin after all.
↩  Return to the Hub
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