The Middle Colonies
The Annotated Khan Course · Track B
U.S. History · Period 2 (1607–1754) · Step 13 of 18 · about 10½ minutes

How to Read This
This is a companion, not a replacement. Watch the actual video on Khan Academy, keep this page open beside it, and pause at each timecode to read the note. Nothing here is graded.
What This Video Does
Pennsylvania, New York, New Jersey, Delaware — proprietary colonies, the “breadbasket,” and the most radical experiment of the era: William Penn’s Quaker commonwealth, where tolerance and diversity made the closest thing colonial America had to a preview of the country to come.
In the Margins
~1:00  ·  Colonies as private property.  Pennsylvania wasn’t founded by a company or a congregation — it was one man’s land, granted by a king to settle a debt. “Playgrounds of the people who owned them,” Khan says. Odd consequence: a single owner’s conscience could set policy, and Penn’s conscience happened to be extraordinary.
~2:30  ·  The inner light — and its politics.  Quakers held that all people carry the light of God, and so are fundamentally equal — women preached in meeting; rank meant little. Watch a theological idea become a social order: from “equal before God” flows tolerance, pacifism, and unease with slavery. Beliefs build worlds.
~4:00  ·  Tolerance as policy, not mood.  Citizenship for every Protestant sect; Catholics and Jews welcomed (though barred from voting) — “incredibly radical” in a world of state churches and executions for dissent. Result: Philadelphia becomes the largest city in the colonies, forty thousand strong. Tolerance wasn’t just kind. It was magnetic — and it out-built the persecutors.
~6:30  ·  Peace, while it lasted.  Quaker pacifism meant early Pennsylvania genuinely coexisted with Native nations — proof, against the previous video, that the English pattern was a choice, not a law of nature. Khan is honest about the ending: as non-Quaker settlers pushed west, the peace died. The exception was real, and it was fragile.
~8:00  ·  Middling in everything — except two things.  Middling climate, middling farms, middling wealth gaps, mixed economy: the “breadbasket” runs down the center of every spectrum. But in religious freedom and ethnic diversity it stood alone — by the Revolution, less than half the population was English. German, Dutch, French, Scotch-Irish, many faiths, many tongues, real upward mobility. Look at that description twice: it’s the future United States, in miniature, a century early.

After You Watch — Questions to Sit With
1. Penn’s tolerance attracted the skilled and the persecuted, and his colony boomed. What does Pennsylvania prove about the economics of welcome?
1. Catholics and Jews were tolerated but couldn’t vote. Is partial tolerance a step toward justice or a way of deferring it?
1. Pennsylvania shows peaceful coexistence with Native nations was possible — and that it collapsed. What sustained it, and what killed it?
An Invitation to Write
The preview.  Argue that the middle colonies — plural, tolerant, mobile, less than half English — were the true preview of America, more than Plymouth or Jamestown. Then weigh the limits: who was still excluded from the preview?
Where This Connects
1. Back to Track A:  the diversity-as-strength thread runs straight to Movement Seven’s “We the People” question.
1. Next:  a bridge reading the playlist skips — the colonies the textbook map forgets, where the empire’s real money was.
↩  Return to the Hub
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