Shaping a New Republic
A Bridge Reading · Track B
U.S. History · Period 3 (1754–1800) · Step 14 of 16 · a bridge reading · about 11 minutes — the period’s biggest gap

Why this reading is in your path:  This is the largest hole the playlist leaves, and it’s the doorstep of Track A’s Movement Three. The machine of government switches on for the first time — and almost immediately the founders split into the parties they swore they’d never have. Washington, Hamilton, Jefferson, the first crisis of free speech, and a peaceful revolution at the ballot box: none of it is in the videos, and all of it matters.
Washington Sets the Precedents
With no rulebook, everything the first president does becomes one. Washington builds a cabinet, serves two terms and steps down (a precedent unbroken until FDR), and tries — and fails — to keep the government above party. His Farewell Address (1796) warns against two things that will define the next century: political parties (factions) and permanent foreign alliances. Carry the parties warning straight into Movement Three, where the machine’s fault line opens.
Hamilton vs. Jefferson — the First Parties
Treasury Secretary Hamilton wants a strong central government, a national bank, manufacturing, and friendship with Britain. Secretary of State Jefferson wants power kept with the states and the people, an agrarian republic, and sympathy with revolutionary France. Their feud runs so deep it births the first party system — Federalists vs. Democratic-Republicans — even though everyone agreed parties were dangerous. The thing they feared, they could not prevent. The Whiskey Rebellion (1794), farmers resisting a federal tax, lets Washington prove the new government — unlike the Articles — could actually enforce its laws.
Adams and the Alien & Sedition Acts
John Adams (Federalist) wins in 1796. Amid a war scare with France, his party passes the Alien and Sedition Acts (1798) — making it a crime to criticize the government. Read that twice: within a decade of the First Amendment, the party in power criminalized dissent. Jefferson and Madison answer with the Virginia and Kentucky Resolutions, arguing that states may resist unconstitutional federal laws — a states’-rights argument that will echo, ominously, all the way to secession in Movement Four.
The Revolution of 1800
Jefferson defeats Adams. For the first time in modern history, power passes peacefully from one party to its bitter rival — no coup, no blood, just a transfer because the votes said so. Contemporaries called it the “Revolution of 1800,” and it may be the quiet miracle of the whole founding: the losers handed over power. Everything in Period 4 is built on that precedent — and this is precisely where Track A’s Movement Three opens. Hold the thread.

Questions to Sit With
1. Washington warned against parties; the founders formed them within years. Why are parties seemingly impossible to prevent — and are they a disease or an immune system?
1. Within a decade of the First Amendment, Congress criminalized criticism of the government. How fragile does that make free speech look? Where’s the pressure on it now?
1. The “Revolution of 1800” was a peaceful transfer of power between enemies. Why is that so rare in history, and so easy to take for granted?
Where This Connects
1. Back to Track A:  this IS the opening of Movement Three — the machine and its fault line; the states’-rights argument → secession (Movement Four); the First Amendment tested almost at birth (the Bill of Rights bridge).
1. Next:  a supplement — the Declaration’s ideas catching fire across the whole hemisphere.
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