The Seven Years’ War, Part 2
The Annotated Khan Course · Track B
U.S. History · Period 3 (1754–1800) · Step 2 of 15 · about 7½ minutes

How to Read This
This is a companion, not a replacement. Watch the actual video on Khan Academy, keep this page open beside it, and pause at each timecode to read the note. Nothing here is graded.
What This Video Does
How the war was actually fought and won — young George Washington’s blunders, Pitt’s money, Britain’s total victory — and then the two consequences that poisoned the relationship: a boundary line the colonists ignored, and a debt the crown decided the colonists should pay.
In the Margins
~1:30  ·  Washington starts a world war — and loses.  A 22-year-old Virginian named George Washington fires some of the first shots, then surrenders Fort Necessity — Khan’s “fail number one.” The future father of the country begins as a young officer whose mistakes help ignite a global war. Heroes have rough first drafts.
~4:00  ·  Money wins it — remember the price tag.  Prime Minister Pitt pours the empire’s treasure into the war and Britain takes everything: Canada, Florida, sugar islands, supremacy in Europe. That cost is the fuse. Victories are bought, and someone always gets the bill.
~6:00  ·  The colonists’ fatal confidence.  American militias fought beside British regulars and won — “a pretty big confidence boost for young America.” File it: the colonists learned they could help fight a world war and win. Within fifteen years that lesson is aimed at Britain.
~8:00  ·  Underline: the Proclamation of 1763.  Britain draws a line down the Appalachians reserving the west for Native nations — and the colonists “completely ignored” it. Two fuses light at once: Native nations, no longer able to play empires off each other, begin building the race consciousness Part 1 said didn’t yet exist; and colonists learn London’s rules can be defied. The Proclamation’s logic runs straight to Indian Removal in Movement Three.
~9:30  ·  The debt becomes a demand.  Broke from winning, Britain looks at the colonists it just protected and says: pay your share. Spoiled by a century of “salutary neglect,” they’re outraged. Khan’s closing line is the hinge of the period — the reaction to these taxes “will propel the colonies into revolution.” The next step is that reaction.

After You Watch — Questions to Sit With
1. The colonists learned they could fight and win. How does a lesson like that change what a people believe is possible?
1. Britain taxed the colonies to pay for a war fought partly to protect them. Unreasonable? Argue both sides honestly.
1. The Proclamation of 1763 tried to protect Native land and was ignored. What does an unenforced law teach the people it fails to bind?
An Invitation to Write
The bill.  Argue that the Seven Years’ War caused the American Revolution — through debt, through the Proclamation, and through the colonists’ new confidence. Use all three threads.
Where This Connects
1. Back to Track A:  debt→taxation→revolution sets up Movement Two; the Proclamation seeds Movement Three.
1. Next:  a bridge reading — the decade of taxes and protests the playlist skips entirely.
↩  Return to the Hub
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