Social Consequences of Revolutionary Ideals
The Annotated Khan Course · Track B
U.S. History · Period 3 (1754–1800) · Step 6 of 15 · about 8 minutes

How to Read This
This is a companion, not a replacement. Watch the actual video on Khan Academy, keep this page open beside it, and pause at each timecode to read the note. Nothing here is graded.
What This Video Does
Before it was a political revolution it was a revolution of ideas — and ideas don’t stay in their lane. Khan shows “all men are created equal” leaking out to people the founders never meant: expanding white-male suffrage, sparking Northern abolition, and handing women a language for claims of their own.
In the Margins
0:00  ·  A revolution of ideas, first.  Ordinary people in taverns debating natural rights — Khan’s image of a whole society turning “a little bit of a philosopher.” The deepest revolutions change what people believe they’re owed before they change a single law. Watch ideas do their slow work.
~2:00  ·  Democracy widens — for white men.  New state constitutions lower property requirements; by the 1830s nearly all white men can vote. Note both halves at once: a real expansion of democracy, and a real boundary drawn around it. Progress and exclusion in the same motion — the pattern of the whole American story.
~2:45  ·  The New Jersey window.  For a few decades New Jersey’s loose wording let property-owning women and free people of color vote — until 1807, when the law was “corrected.” A door opened by accident, then deliberately shut. Rights are not a straight climb; they are seized, and they are clawed back.
~3:30  ·  The ideas reach slavery.  Many enslaved people seized the Revolution’s logic — escaping, petitioning, enlisting (more often with the British, who promised freedom). Northern states begin abolition or gradual emancipation while the South entrenches. Khan names the fault line forming here: the sectional split that ends at the Civil War (Movement Four) is being poured right now.
~5:30  ·  Abigail Adams: “Remember the Ladies.”  Her 1776 letter warns John that women “will not hold ourselves bound by any laws in which we have no voice or representation.” Read it as exactly the colonists’ move against Parliament, turned on their own husbands. The logic of “no taxation without representation” cannot be fenced to one group — and she knew it.
~7:00  ·  John laughs — and misses it.  His reply (“I cannot but laugh”) lumps together women, “Negroes,” apprentices, and “Indians” all claiming the same rights. Khan’s closing irony: the joke was on John, because that is exactly what they did. And note Republican Motherhood — educate women so they can raise virtuous citizens — which cracks the door to women’s education, and those schools produce the next century’s reformers (Movement Six).

After You Watch — Questions to Sit With
1. The same logic the colonists used against Britain, Abigail Adams used against John. Why can’t a powerful idea be kept to the group that first wields it?
1. New Jersey women and free Black men voted, then lost it in 1807. What does that reversal teach about how rights actually move?
1. John Adams laughed at the idea that the Revolution’s principles applied to everyone. Where do you see that laugh today?
An Invitation to Write
The key they couldn’t keep.  Argue that the Revolution’s ideals escaped the founders’ control — and trace one group (women, the enslaved, free Black voters) that turned the founders’ own words against the limits they had set.
Where This Connects
1. Back to Track A:  the sectional split begins (Movement Four); women’s education → the reformers of Movement Six; the Declaration’s words escaping their author.
1. Next:  the first constitution — the one that nearly sank the country.
↩  Return to the Hub
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