The Constitutional Convention
The Annotated Khan Course · Track B
U.S. History · Period 3 (1754–1800) · Step 8 of 15 · about 10 minutes

How to Read This
This is a companion, not a replacement. Watch the actual video on Khan Academy, keep this page open beside it, and pause at each timecode to read the note. Nothing here is graded.
What This Video Does
1787, Philadelphia: delegates sent to revise the Articles quietly throw them out and start over. The central drama is representation — big states versus small — and the Great Compromise that split the difference into the Congress we still have.
In the Margins
~2:00  ·  The delegates’ impossible problem.  Strong enough to govern, not so strong as to be a king. Khan states the needle they’re threading; every feature of the Constitution is an attempt to thread it. This is the engine of Movement Two — keep it in front of you.
~3:00  ·  A “league of friendship” or a nation?  Under the Articles the states were like today’s European Union — sovereign members cooperating loosely. The Convention’s real question: stay a league, or become a nation? The answer reshapes everything — and the tension never fully dies. It returns as secession in Movement Four.
~5:00  ·  Virginia vs. New Jersey: big vs. small.  The Virginia Plan (representation by population — good for big states) against the New Jersey Plan (equal votes per state — protecting small ones). This isn’t abstract; it’s a raw fight over who rules whom. Watch interests, not just ideals, build a government.
~7:30  ·  The Great Compromise.  A two-house Congress: the House by population, the Senate two per state. Both sides get something; neither gets all. Khan’s quiet aside — senators were appointed, not elected, into the 20th century — tells you the “people’s” government kept the people at arm’s length on purpose. The next two videos show why, and at what cost.
~9:00  ·  What’s still with us.  The structure built in that hot room still runs the country — and the same compromise gives Wyoming the same Senate power as California, a live argument today (Movement Seven). The room was solving 1787’s problem; we live inside its answer.

After You Watch — Questions to Sit With
1. Big states vs. small was a power fight dressed as principle. Where do you see that same dynamic in government today?
1. The Senate gives every state equal power regardless of population. Brilliant compromise, or built-in distortion? Argue it.
1. Senators were appointed, not elected, for over a century. What does that reveal about how much the founders trusted the people?
An Invitation to Write
The hot room.  Argue that the U.S. Congress is less a work of pure principle than a deal between competing interests — and ask whether that makes it weaker or stronger.
Where This Connects
1. Back to Track A:  the civics payload of Movement Two; the league-vs-nation tension → secession (Movement Four); the Senate today (Movement Seven).
1. Next:  the compromise built on a fear of the voters themselves — the Electoral College.
↩  Return to the Hub
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