Constitutional Compromises: The Electoral College
The Annotated Khan Course · Track B
U.S. History · Period 3 (1754–1800) · Step 9 of 15 · about 5½ minutes

How to Read This
This is a companion, not a replacement. Watch the actual video on Khan Academy, keep this page open beside it, and pause at each timecode to read the note. Nothing here is graded.
What This Video Does
A compromise built on a fear — that the Revolution had unleashed too much democracy. Khan shows the founders deliberately inserting a buffer between the “unruly mob” and the presidency, a buffer we still use every four years.
In the Margins
~0:45  ·  The fear under the design: “mobocracy.”  The founders worried the Revolution had handed ordinary people too much power — that a mob could be swayed by a “fancy-talking politician.” Every anti-democratic feature flows from this. Name it, because it is the opposite fear from the one the Articles answered: the founders were caught between two terrors — too weak a government, and too strong a people.
~2:00  ·  Shays again.  Khan ties it back: the rebelling farmers convinced elites the people needed restraining. One event, two lessons — the government too weak and the people too strong — both pulling toward more central power and less direct democracy.
~3:30  ·  Designed to limit you.  Appointed senators, property requirements to vote, the franchise reserved for “the better sort.” Khan is blunt: the founders had “a very dim idea of the average citizen’s ability.” This is the aristocratic thread woven into a democratic founding — and much of the rest of this course is the story of pulling it out (Movements Five and Six).
~4:30  ·  The buffer itself — and why it still matters.  Citizens don’t vote for president; they vote for electors, who do — “an extra layer of safety between the office of president and the unruly masses.” We still use it, which is why a candidate can win the presidency without winning the most votes. A safeguard built against the people in 1787 still shapes elections today (Movement Seven).

After You Watch — Questions to Sit With
1. The Electoral College was built to buffer the presidency from the “mob.” Is that buffer wisdom or distrust — and does your answer change knowing it can override the popular vote?
1. The founders reserved power for “the better sort.” Who decides who that is, and what’s the danger in letting anyone decide?
1. We still use a system designed around an 18th-century fear of ordinary people. Keep it, fix it, or scrap it? Make the case.
An Invitation to Write
Two fears.  Argue that the founding was torn between fear of too little government (the Articles) and fear of too much democracy (the Electoral College) — and that we still live inside that tension.
Where This Connects
1. Back to Track A:  the founding’s anti-democratic threads (Movement Two); expanding the franchise (Movements Five–Six); the Electoral College today (Movement Seven).
1. Next:  the compromise that wrote slavery into the Constitution without saying the word.
↩  Return to the Hub
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