The Market Revolution, Part 2: Transportation and Communication
The Annotated Khan Course · Track B
U.S. History · Period 4 (1800–1848) · Step 5 of 21 · about 10 minutes

How to Read This
This is a companion, not a replacement. Watch the actual video on Khan Academy, keep this page open beside it, and pause at each timecode to read the note. Nothing here is graded.
What This Video Does
Part 2: the canals, steamboats, railroads, and telegraph that collapsed distance and time — and pulled every farmer into a national, then international, market. Khan shows how the Erie Canal, Fulton’s steamboat, and Morse’s telegraph changed not just how fast goods moved but how far an ordinary person’s world extended.
In the Margins
~2:00  ·  Railroads, borrowed.  The U.S. imported railroad technology from Britain and Germany — note again that America was a technology importer in this era, not yet an inventor-nation. The earliest railcars still looked like wagons; new things are born wearing the clothes of the old.
~5:00  ·  Water was the highway.  Khan’s key reframing: before railroads, it was easier to sail Boston-to-London than to haul goods Boston-to-the-Appalachians overland. The Erie Canal (1825) cut straight through that barrier — suddenly a Rochester farmer could reach New York City and the world. Geography stopped being destiny. (This is the same Erie Canal that floods the “burned-over district” with revival in the Second Great Awakening videos — hold the link.)
~7:00  ·  Fulton’s steamboat: rivers run both ways.  Before steam, the Mississippi carried you down to New Orleans and that was that. Fulton’s steamboat (1807) let commerce go upstream too — trade in both directions. A one-way river becomes a two-way economy.
~8:30  ·  Morse’s telegraph: news outruns the horse.  1844: for the first time in history, information could travel faster than a person. A deal that took weeks of letters now took a day. Note the deeper shift — when information moves faster than people, distance stops protecting you, and a truly national market becomes possible.
~9:30  ·  Bigger and faster — the two transformations.  Khan’s summary: the market revolution expanded both the scope (how far you could sell) and the pace (how fast you could deal). A farmer in western New York is suddenly doing business with London. Hold that — the next video shows what it did to people’s inner lives.

After You Watch — Questions to Sit With
1. When information first moved faster than people could travel, what changed about how connected — or how exposed — an ordinary person was?
1. The Erie Canal made a local farmer part of a global market. Is being pulled into a bigger market mostly opportunity, mostly risk, or both?
1. America imported its railroad and telegraph technology. Does it matter whether a nation invents its tools or borrows them?
An Invitation to Write
Distance, defeated.  Argue that the canal, steamboat, and telegraph changed American life as deeply as any law or war — by collapsing the distance and time that had limited every previous generation.
Where This Connects
1. Back to Track A:  the integrating economy of Movement Three; the Erie Canal → the Second Great Awakening’s burned-over district.
1. Next:  part 3 — the human costs of all this speed.
↩  Return to the Hub
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