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How to Read This
This is a companion, not a replacement. Watch the actual video on Khan Academy, keep this page open beside it, and pause at each timecode to read the note. Nothing here is graded.
What This Video Does
Part 2: the election of 1824, when Jackson won the most votes but lost the presidency — and the “corrupt bargain” that handed it to John Quincy Adams. Khan shows how the outrage over a backroom deal marked the death of the old elite politics and launched Jackson’s revenge campaign.
In the Margins
~2:00  ·  Four men, one party.  In the “Era of Good Feelings,” all the candidates were Republicans — confusing for voters, and a sign the old party system had collapsed. With no clear parties, personality and region became everything.
~3:30  ·  The deal.  Jackson won the popular vote and the most electoral votes — but not a majority, so the House decided. Speaker Henry Clay (who’d come fourth) threw his support to Adams; days later Adams named Clay his Secretary of State. Jackson’s people screamed “corrupt bargain.” Khan’s nuance: there’s no proof it was actually corrupt — and by the old rules, elite men cutting deals was simply how it worked. The scandal isn’t that they did it; it’s that the public no longer accepted it.
~5:00  ·  The hinge.  The fury over 1824 signaled that the days of “a few gentlemen deciding” were over. Jackson rode that outrage — “the people’s choice, robbed by elites” — straight toward 1828. A loss became the most powerful campaign in American history. The grievance was the fuel.

After You Watch — Questions to Sit With
1. There was no proof the bargain was corrupt — but the public was done accepting elite deals. When does a practice become unacceptable not because it changed, but because people did?
1. Jackson lost in 1824 and turned the loss into his greatest weapon. How does grievance become political power?
1. Winning the popular vote but losing the presidency enraged the country in 1824. Does it still? Why or why not?
An Invitation to Write
The bargain that made a president — the next one.  Argue that losing in 1824 was the best thing that ever happened to Andrew Jackson, and that the outrage over the “corrupt bargain” reveals a country whose idea of fair politics had just changed.
Where This Connects
1. Back to Track A:  the JQA bridge (the other side of this story); Period 3’s Electoral College.
1. Next:  the brutal rematch of 1828.
↩  Return to the Hub
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