Jacksonian Democracy, Part 4: Jackson in Power
The Annotated Khan Course · Track B
U.S. History · Period 4 (1800–1848) · Step 11 of 21 · about 12 minutes — the dark heart of the period

How to Read This
This is a companion, not a replacement. Watch the actual video on Khan Academy, keep this page open beside it, and pause at each timecode to read the note. Nothing here is graded.
What This Video Does
Part 4: Jackson in power — the spoils system, the Bank War, “King Andrew,” and the Trail of Tears. Khan shows the paradox of a “man of the people” who massively expanded presidential power, and who defied the Supreme Court to drive the Cherokee from their land.
In the Margins
~3:00  ·  The spoils system.  “To the victor go the spoils”: Jackson fired officeholders and replaced them with loyal Democrats. Khan’s balanced read — it looks like corruption (cronies over competence), but it also built the modern party machine: people work for a party because the party rewards them. Note how patronage glues a party together, and how it shifts “virtue” from the man to the party.
~5:30  ·  The Bank War and “King Andrew.”  Jackson killed the national bank — vetoing its recharter, claiming his judgment outranked Congress’s. Critics drew him as “King Andrew I,” trampling the Constitution. Khan’s irony: the man who preached limited government massively expanded the one branch he controlled — the presidency. And killing the Bank helped trigger the Panic of 1837. Watch a populist concentrate power while claiming to fight power.
~8:30  ·  The Trail of Tears — and the defiance of the Court.  The heart of it. The Cherokee did everything asked — adopted farming, Christianity, a written constitution — and the Supreme Court, under John Marshall, ruled them a sovereign nation Georgia could not displace. Jackson’s reported reply: “John Marshall has made his decision. Now let him enforce it.” The removal proceeded anyway; at least 3,000 Cherokee died on the march to Oklahoma. Khan is plain: a president defied the Supreme Court to commit ethnic cleansing. This is the darkest hour of the period and the core of Movement Three.
~11:00  ·  The log-cabin lie.  The Whigs (born of hatred for “King Andrew”) learned Jackson’s lesson: in 1840 they sold the wealthy, college-educated William Henry Harrison as a log-cabin frontiersman. None of it was true — but the brand worked. Khan’s closing point: from now on no American politician can be “too highfalutin.” The common-man performance is permanent. Modern politics has arrived.

After You Watch — Questions to Sit With
1. Jackson preached limited government and then expanded presidential power more than anyone before him. How does a leader fight “the elite” while becoming more powerful than any elite?
1. Jackson defied the Supreme Court to carry out the Trail of Tears. What does it mean for the rule of law when a president simply ignores the Court — and what stops it from happening again?
1. The Whigs won in 1840 by faking a log-cabin story. What does it say that the lie worked — and that the performance is still required today?
An Invitation to Write
King of the common man.  Using the Bank War and the Trail of Tears, argue the central paradox of Jackson: a champion of the common (white) man who concentrated power and broke the law to dispossess the powerless. Connect it to Movement Three.
Where This Connects
1. Back to Track A:  Movement Three (the Trail of Tears is its center; Jackson’s removal message is the close-read text); the Panic of 1837 (Market Rev part 3).
1. Next:  a bridge on the constitutional crisis the Jackson videos skip — nullification.
↩  Return to the Hub
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