Sectional Conflict: Regional Differences
The Annotated Khan Course · Track B
U.S. History · Period 5 (1844–1877) · Step 1 of 31 · about 8½ minutes

How to Read This
These notes are a companion, not a replacement. Watch the actual video on Khan Academy, keep this page open beside it, and pause at each timecode to read the note. Nothing here is graded — the questions and the writing prompt are yours to use however helps you think.
What This Video Does
Khan’s Period 5 opener asks one question — after eighty years of compromise, why did the North and South finally become irreconcilable in the 1850s? — and answers it by laying the two societies side by side: their economies, their class structures, and the stories they told themselves about slavery.
In the Margins
~0:40  ·  The question that organizes everything.  Khan front-loads the puzzle: more than eighty years of compromise, and then in 1860 “the wheels finally came off.” Hold that question in your hand — the rest of the video is a single answer in three parts: economy, class, and ideology.
~2:00  ·  Two economies, two futures.  North: trade becomes factories becomes a middle class with some room to climb. South: cash crops become slavery becomes a frozen aristocracy. Notice the rule underneath — where wealth is measured in the people you own, there is no ladder to climb, only a line you are born on.
~3:30  ·  The myth and the math.  Khan punctures the moonlight-and-magnolias picture: only one-tenth of one percent of slaveholders owned more than a hundred people. The cotton kingdom was a pyramid with a tiny apex — and poorer whites stayed loyal to it on the hope of someday owning a person themselves.
~5:00  ·  Free Soil is not abolition.  Watch this distinction closely: most northern whites didn’t want to end slavery, they wanted the West kept open for white farmers. The fight that is coming is less about Black freedom than about whose future the West belongs to. Ownership of land is the hinge again.
~6:30  ·  Slavery rebranded as a “positive good.”  Fitzhugh’s argument is the tell: the South stops apologizing and starts insisting slavery is kinder than northern wage labor. When a system must be defended as a gift to its victims, it knows it is on trial.

After You Watch — Questions to Sit With
1. Khan names three arenas of difference — economy, class structure, ideology. Which do you think did the most to make compromise impossible, and why?
1. The Free Soil position opposed slavery’s expansion without opposing slavery itself. Is that a moral position, a strategic one, or both?
1. Fitzhugh compared enslaved people to northern “wage slaves.” What is true in that comparison, and what does it hide?
An Invitation to Write
A society reveals itself in what it measures.  The North measured wealth in goods and wages; the South measured it in human beings. Write about something your own world measures worth by — and what that measure makes visible, and what it makes invisible.
Where This Connects
1. Track A, Movement Four opens the same wound from the inside — through the voices the “positive good” argument was written about.
1. Next: Manifest Destiny — how the hunger for western land lit the fuse this video describes.
↩  Return to the Hub
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