Uncle Tom’s Cabin, Part 2
The Annotated Khan Course · Track B
U.S. History · Period 5 (1844–1877) · Step 7 of 31 · about 6 minutes

How to Read This
These notes are a companion, not a replacement. Watch the actual video on Khan Academy, keep this page open beside it, and pause at each timecode to read the note. Nothing here is graded — the questions and the writing prompt are yours to use however helps you think.
What This Video Does
Part 2 walks through the plot — Eliza running north, Tom sold south — and shows how Stowe weaponized the era’s new, gentler Christianity to indict an institution that called itself Christian.
In the Margins
~1:04  ·  Two directions, two fates — and the geography of escape.  Eliza runs north toward Canada; Tom is sold “down the river,” deeper into plantation country where escape is impossible. Kim’s geography lesson is sharp: where you were enslaved decided whether freedom was even imaginable. Distance was a wall.
~2:25  ·  The Second Great Awakening rewrites God.  Stowe’s weapon is the era’s religious turn — from the Puritans’ “angry God” to a gentle, forgiving, family-centered Christ. Kim shows the contradiction Stowe exploits: a faith of “love thy neighbor” propping up human bondage.
~4:02  ·  The unanswerable question.  Becca states the book’s thesis as a question: how could a religion of “treat thy neighbor as thyself” sanction slavery? Stowe doesn’t argue it — she dramatizes it until the contradiction is unbearable. That is the difference between a tract and a novel.
~4:38  ·  Tom as martyr; Legree as a name that stuck.  Tom dies under Simon Legree without renouncing his faith — and “Simon Legree” enters the language as a byword for cruelty. Watch how fiction mints the very words a culture then thinks with.
~5:26  ·  The convert-your-enemy ending.  Tom’s martyrdom converts even his killer. It’s sentimental — and strategic: Stowe offers readers a vision in which the slaveholder, too, can be redeemed. Notice exactly who that ending is designed to reach.

After You Watch — Questions to Sit With
1. Stowe used the most respectable thing in her readers’ lives — their Christianity — to attack the thing many of them tolerated. Why is turning someone’s own values against their blind spots so powerful?
1. The geography of slavery made escape possible in some places and unthinkable in others. How does that complicate the idea that enslaved people could simply “run”?
1. The novel’s ending redeems even the villain. Is that a moral strength or a moral evasion?
An Invitation to Write
The sharpest critique often comes from inside a tradition, not outside it.  Stowe didn’t reject Christianity — she held it to its own word. Write about a value or tradition you belong to, and a place where you’d hold it to its own word.
Where This Connects
1. Religion as a battleground runs straight back through the reform era and the Second Great Awakening in Movement Three.
1. Next: what happened when the book met the world.
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