Uncle Tom’s Cabin, Part 3
The Annotated Khan Course · Track B
U.S. History · Period 5 (1844–1877) · Step 8 of 31 · about 7 minutes

How to Read This
These notes are a companion, not a replacement. Watch the actual video on Khan Academy, keep this page open beside it, and pause at each timecode to read the note. Nothing here is graded — the questions and the writing prompt are yours to use however helps you think.
What This Video Does
Part 3 follows the book out into the world — translated into sixty languages, staged everywhere, answered by “anti-Tom” novels, and eventually distorted into the very stereotypes it helped create. A case study in what happens to a story once it leaves its author’s hands.
In the Margins
~0:17  ·  The most-read book of the century.  It outsold everything and was read by the young men who would soon fight. Kim’s comparison to Harry Potter is about reach, not depth. A single story synchronized a national feeling — and you can’t fight a war without a shared feeling to fight from.
~1:27  ·  Sixty languages, and the world watching.  Translated worldwide, it put American slavery under an international spotlight. Remember this when you reach Antietam’s diplomacy: the book that shamed England helped keep England out of the war. Culture is foreign policy by other means.
~2:14  ·  The “anti-Tom” counterattack.  The South answered with novels insisting slavery was benevolent and Stowe a liar who had never seen the South. Notice the shape of the fight — not facts against facts but story against story, each side narrating the same institution into opposite worlds.
~3:39  ·  When the story escapes the author.  Unlicensed “Tom shows” (no copyright yet) often inverted Stowe’s intent, hardening the racist stereotypes of the minstrel stage. The lesson is unsettling: a work meant to liberate was repurposed to degrade. Authors don’t control what culture does with their work.
~4:33  ·  How “Uncle Tom” became a slur.  Those distortions fed the figure of “Jim Crow” and turned “Uncle Tom” into an insult — so completely that civil-rights activists later rejected the book entirely. A name can be captured and turned against the cause that coined it.
~5:26  ·  From novel to gunfire.  Becca’s closing arc: the intensity Stowe unleashed runs into real violence — John Brown “goes out to Kansas and murders people.” The next reading picks up exactly there.

After You Watch — Questions to Sit With
1. Stowe lost control of her own story once it became plays and adaptations. What does that suggest about the risks of trying to change minds through art?
1. North and South answered each other with rival novels about the same institution. Can a society share facts but not share a story — and what happens when it can’t?
1. “Uncle Tom” began as a martyr and became a slur. How does a word get captured and reversed like that?
An Invitation to Write
You can start a story; you cannot finish telling it.  Stowe’s work was taken up, adapted, and turned against itself. Write about something you made, said, or shared that took on a life of its own — that others used in ways you never intended.
Where This Connects
1. The cultural detonation behind Movement Four — and a direct line to the Jim Crow order that Movement Five must reckon with.
1. Next, a bridge the playlist skips: the violence in Kansas that Becca just named.
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