Start of the Civil War
The Annotated Khan Course · Track B
U.S. History · Period 5 (1844–1877) · Step 11 of 31 · about 10½ minutes

How to Read This
These notes are a companion, not a replacement. Watch the actual video on Khan Academy, keep this page open beside it, and pause at each timecode to read the note. Nothing here is graded — the questions and the writing prompt are yours to use however helps you think.
What This Video Does
With Lincoln elected, Sal and Kim trace the four months that turned an election into a war: the secession of the Deep South, the birth of a Confederacy founded explicitly to protect slavery, a last failed compromise, and the first shots at Fort Sumter.
In the Margins
0:24  ·  “They think they are under attack.”  The Deep South secedes not because Lincoln promised to end slavery — he promised the opposite — but because they believed he eventually would. Kim is exact about the trigger: not an act, but a fear about the future of their property in human beings.
2:33  ·  A constitution that says the quiet part out loud.  The Confederate constitution copies the U.S. one almost word for word, then adds what the original carefully never said: slavery is “allowed and protected forever.” When people write a founding document, what they add tells you what they were really fighting for.
4:08  ·  The Crittenden Compromise — one last clock.  Congress offered to protect slavery permanently and extend the Missouri line to the Pacific. The South declined. Kim’s read: they’d “seen the writing on the wall” and wanted out “while the getting was good.” No compromise was left that the South would take, because what they wanted was a guarantee no election could give.
5:44  ·  Lincoln’s conciliatory first inaugural.  He pleads: I won’t touch slavery where it is; come back. They don’t. Worth sitting with — the war did not start over a plan to free enslaved people. It started because the South would not accept the outcome of a fair election.
7:29  ·  Fort Sumter, and the first shot as strategy.  Lincoln resupplies (does not reinforce) the fort, forcing the South to choose. They fire. Kim catches the calculation on both sides: Lincoln makes sure the North doesn’t fire first; the South wants the shot to rally the upper South. A war begins as a contest over who can be blamed for beginning it.

After You Watch — Questions to Sit With
1. The South seceded over what Lincoln might do, not what he had done. What does it mean to break a country apart over a fear of the future?
1. The Confederate constitution made explicit what the U.S. Constitution left unsaid. Why does it matter what a founding document chooses to say out loud?
1. Both sides maneuvered so the other would fire first. Why does it matter so much, politically and morally, who “starts” a war?
An Invitation to Write
They wrote down what they were fighting for.  The Confederacy’s constitution removed all ambiguity about slavery. Write about why it matters when a group finally states plainly the thing it had long left implied — in politics, in a workplace, in a relationship. What changes once it’s said out loud?
Where This Connects
1. This is the threshold of Movement Five — the moment the argument of the last decade becomes a war.
1. Next: how each side planned to win the war it had just begun.
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