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How to Read This
These notes are a companion, not a replacement. Watch the actual video on Khan Academy, keep this page open beside it, and pause at each timecode to read the note. Nothing here is graded — the questions and the writing prompt are yours to use however helps you think.
What This Video Does
Sal and Kim lay out how each side planned to win: the South’s bet on home ground, great generals, and the world’s hunger for cotton; the North’s slow, strangling Anaconda Plan, built on four times the people and an industrial base the South never bothered to build.
In the Margins
0:25  ·  Bull Run kills the short-war fantasy.  Sixty thousand troops, picnickers expecting a show, eight hundred dead — the deadliest day in American history to that point, and a Confederate win. Kim’s point: the first battle’s real lesson was that this would be long and lethal. The country had to unlearn its fantasy before it could fight.
2:38  ·  Two advantages money can’t buy.  The South had home ground and Robert E. Lee — offered a Union command, he “went with Virginia.” Note the loyalty that outranked the nation: men still belonged to their states more than their country. That hierarchy is part of what the war will settle.
4:01  ·  McClellan, the Democrat Lincoln couldn’t fire fast enough.  The Union’s first general didn’t share Lincoln’s politics and “would have preferred peace” — he’d later run against Lincoln on letting the South go. A war effort half-hobbled by a commander who half-wanted the other outcome.
5:05  ·  Four-to-one, and the factories.  Twenty-two million in the North to nine million in the South (a third of them enslaved, not fighting for the cause). Railroads move men; factories make munitions. Kim’s quiet thesis: industrial capacity is military power. The thing the South refused to build is the thing that beats it.
8:34  ·  Cotton diplomacy — betting the war on Britain.  The South’s plan was to starve British mills of cotton until England intervened. Watch the logic: a nation built on a single export assumed the world couldn’t live without it. (Hold this — Antietam, Part 2 shows how the bet failed.)
8:44  ·  The Anaconda Plan.  Blockade the coast, seize the Mississippi, squeeze. Kim’s image is the snake. The North’s strategy wasn’t a knockout punch but slow strangulation — and it meant building a navy almost from scratch: ninety leaky ships for thirty-five hundred miles of coast.

After You Watch — Questions to Sit With
1. The South had the better generals and home ground; the North had people and factories. Why did the second set of advantages prove decisive?
1. Lee chose his state over his country. What does it tell you about pre-war America that loyalty to a state could outweigh loyalty to the nation?
1. The South bet its independence on the world needing its cotton. What’s the danger of an economy that depends on a single product?
An Invitation to Write
An economy built to sell one thing is built to be held hostage.  The South assumed cotton gave it leverage over the world. Write about a dependence — personal, local, or national — on a single source of income, supply, or power. Where does that dependence quietly become a vulnerability?
Where This Connects
1. The strategic frame for the whole war stretch of Movement Five.
1. Next: the first year of fighting, and the bloodiest single day in American history.
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