Early Phases of the Civil War and Antietam
The Annotated Khan Course · Track B
U.S. History · Period 5 (1844–1877) · Step 13 of 31 · about 10 minutes

How to Read This
These notes are a companion, not a replacement. Watch the actual video on Khan Academy, keep this page open beside it, and pause at each timecode to read the note. Nothing here is graded — the questions and the writing prompt are yours to use however helps you think.
What This Video Does
Why the side with every material advantage kept losing in year one — McClellan’s caution, Lee’s audacity — and how a new weapon and a new technology, the rifle and the camera, made Antietam the bloodiest day in American history and changed how the country saw its own war.
In the Margins
0:54  ·  The surprise of the first year.  Despite every material advantage, the North loses repeatedly in year one. Kim credits Southern leadership; the Union can’t take Richmond. Hold the puzzle: numbers and factories don’t win battles by themselves — leadership and will matter, at least for a while.
1:44  ·  McClellan’s phantom armies.  He always saw more enemy than was there, always demanded more troops, loved parading his men and feared losing them. Lincoln’s snark: “If you’re not using the army, could I borrow it?” A commander too cautious to win hands the enemy time.
4:34  ·  The bloodiest day in American history.  Four thousand dead on September 17, 1862 — more than 9/11, Kim notes; more than any single day before or since. Sit with the number. Industrial-age weapons met Napoleonic-age tactics, and the result was slaughter.
6:00  ·  The rifle changes everything.  A spiral groove makes the rifle accurate at six hundred yards — and generals still march men in straight lines toward each other. Kim and Sal puzzle at it together. The technology of killing outran the doctrine of fighting, and a generation paid for the lag.
7:32  ·  Brady’s photographs and the war’s reckoning with itself.  Alexander Gardner’s battlefield photographs — corpses, faces — went on display in New York and Washington. For the first time civilians saw war without the heroic varnish of painting. Kim’s point: a new medium stripped the glory off, and morale suffered. Who controls the image controls the war.

After You Watch — Questions to Sit With
1. For a full year, the side with every material advantage kept losing. What does that say about the limits of resources without leadership and resolve?
1. The rifle made old line tactics suicidal, yet armies kept using them. Why do institutions cling to methods the world has already made obsolete?
1. Brady’s photographs showed the public what battle actually looked like. How does seeing change what people are willing to support?
An Invitation to Write
A new way of seeing can change what a society will tolerate.  Photography stripped the heroism off war and showed the corpses. Write about a time an image — a photo, a video, something you saw with your own eyes — changed your understanding of something that words had kept comfortable.
Where This Connects
1. The war turns in Movement Five; this is where the killing becomes modern.
1. Next: why this one battle decided whether the world would enter the war.
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