Antietam, Part 2
The Annotated Khan Course · Track B
U.S. History · Period 5 (1844–1877) · Step 14 of 31 · about 7½ minutes

How to Read This
These notes are a companion, not a replacement. Watch the actual video on Khan Academy, keep this page open beside it, and pause at each timecode to read the note. Nothing here is graded — the questions and the writing prompt are yours to use however helps you think.
What This Video Does
One battle, seen as diplomacy: how the victory at Antietam let Lincoln issue the Emancipation Proclamation, and how that — plus a surplus of cotton, new suppliers in Egypt and India, and a novel — kept Britain out of the war and doomed the South’s last best hope of a foreign ally.
In the Margins
~0:30  ·  Why one battle mattered to the whole world.  Antietam’s victory let Lincoln issue the Emancipation Proclamation and signaled Europe the war was now about ending slavery. Kim sets up the real subject: the diplomacy that decided whether the South would get the foreign ally it needed to survive.
~2:00  ·  The cotton bet, examined.  Seventy-five percent of the world’s cotton came from the South; Britain’s mills depended on it; the Confederacy assumed Britain had to intervene. Watch an entire war strategy resting on one economic assumption — and then watch the assumption fail.
~3:30  ·  Why the bet failed: surplus, Egypt, India.  Britain had stockpiled cotton; Egypt and India ramped up to fill the gap. Kim’s aside is the lesson: the very blockade meant to give the South leverage instead created its replacements. A monopoly is only a monopoly until someone is forced to find another supplier.
~5:00  ·  Uncle Tom’s Cabin as foreign policy.  The novel was hugely popular in Britain; the Proclamation turned the North into “an army of liberation.” Now the British public would have to side with the slaveholders Stowe had demonized — politically impossible. Remember Step 8: culture became diplomacy.
~6:30  ·  No France this time.  In the Revolution, French intervention won American independence. The South needed its own France and never got one. Kim’s close: after Antietam, the South would have to win alone — and it couldn’t.

After You Watch — Questions to Sit With
1. The South’s entire foreign strategy rested on the world needing its cotton. Why did that leverage evaporate, and what does it teach about monopolies?
1. A novel helped keep Britain out of the war. How can a work of culture shift the calculations of governments?
1. The Confederacy needed a foreign ally the way the Revolution had needed France. What does it mean to stake your independence on someone else’s choice?
An Invitation to Write
A monopoly lasts only until someone is forced to find an alternative.  The blockade meant to weaponize Southern cotton instead created competitors in Egypt and India. Write about a time scarcity forced people to find a substitute — and what that did to whoever had held the monopoly.
Where This Connects
1. The diplomatic hinge of Movement Five’s war.
1. Next: the decree that turned the war into a war against slavery.
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