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How to Read This
These notes are a companion, not a replacement. Watch the actual video on Khan Academy, keep this page open beside it, and pause at each timecode to read the note. Nothing here is graded — the questions and the writing prompt are yours to use however helps you think.
What This Video Does
Khan dismantles the myth — it wasn’t a soaring speech, and it didn’t free everyone at once. Sal and Kim show the actual document: a cold legal instrument of “military necessity” that exempted the loyal border states, and that mattered most where the army actually went.
In the Margins
0:33  ·  Not a speech — a decree.  Kim corrects the popular image: it wasn’t soaring oratory, it was a legal instrument — and it didn’t free everyone overnight. Strip away the myth to see the actual document and its actual limits.
1:09  ·  The enslaved interpreted the war first.  From the war’s start, enslaved men and women walked to Union lines, treating it as a war of liberation “long before Abraham Lincoln” did. Hold this: the people most affected acted on freedom before the government authorized it. They didn’t wait to be freed; they freed themselves toward the army.
3:51  ·  Why it exempts the border states.  Lincoln frames it as “military necessity” and pointedly does not free enslaved people in loyal Missouri, Kentucky, or Maryland. Kim names the cold logic: keep those states’ manpower and industry from defecting. Freedom, here, is rationed by strategy.
5:21  ·  Emancipation as enticement.  Lincoln dates it to January 1, 1863, and offers the South a way out: come back before then and it’s void. In that moment the war still wasn’t simply about ending slavery — it was about saving the Union, with slavery as the lever.
6:51  ·  The ugliest important thing he ever wrote.  Sal reads the legalese; Kim explains — Lincoln the lawyer wanted an ironclad document with no loophole, not a beautiful one. The contrast with Gettysburg is the point: sometimes the world-changing act is deliberately unlovely, built to survive in court.
9:07  ·  The Union Army becomes an army of liberation.  From here, enslaved people flock to advancing Union lines, and Black men can enlist. Kim’s line: “this is the moment when slavery truly starts to crumble.” The decree’s real power was on the ground, where the army went.

After You Watch — Questions to Sit With
1. The Proclamation freed the enslaved in the Confederacy but not in the loyal border states. What does that exception reveal about how “freedom” was weighed against strategy?
1. Enslaved people treated the war as a war of liberation before Lincoln did. What does it mean that the people most affected led, rather than followed, the government?
1. Lincoln chose legal precision over beautiful language. When is it wiser to build something to survive scrutiny than to inspire?
An Invitation to Write
The people most affected often act on freedom before they’re given it.  Enslaved men and women walked toward the Union army before any law told them they could. Write about a time you, or people you know, acted on a right or a freedom before it was formally granted — and what that act made possible.
Where This Connects
1. Sits directly beside the emancipation and freedom texts in Movement Five.
1. Next, a bridge the playlist skips: what the war was doing behind the armies, on the home front.
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