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How to Read This
These notes are a companion, not a replacement. Watch the actual video on Khan Academy, keep this page open beside it, and pause at each timecode to read the note. Nothing here is graded — the questions and the writing prompt are yours to use however helps you think.
What This Video Does
The turning point: why Lee invaded the North a second time, why he was raiding Pennsylvania for food, and how three days of slaughter and Pickett’s failed charge — paired with Grant’s capture of Vicksburg on July 4th — marked the “high-water mark of the Confederacy” and sealed the South’s fate.
In the Margins
~1:30  ·  Lee invades north for three reasons.  Give Virginia’s farms a rest, distract the North onto its own defense, and — crucially — prolong the war until the 1864 election might unseat Lincoln for a peace candidate. Kim’s framing: even the battles were aimed at morale, at making one side tired enough to quit.
~4:00  ·  Why a history course bothers with battles.  Kim pauses to justify the military detail: “the battles really determine the policy.” You can’t enforce an Emancipation Proclamation without the power to back it; victories give politicians their mandate. Hold this — it’s a thesis about where power actually comes from.
~5:30  ·  You can’t eat cotton.  Kim’s candidate for the war’s most salient fact. The South fought to protect a system that grew cash crops — and cash crops feed no one. Lee marches into Pennsylvania partly to raid for food. The economy built on owning people couldn’t feed its own army.
~8:00  ·  Pickett’s Charge and the high-water mark.  Day three, Lee throws his men at the Union center; Pickett’s units take over fifty percent casualties; it fails. Gettysburg is “the high-water mark of the Confederacy” — as far north as the South ever reached. After this, the tide runs one way.
~9:30  ·  July 4th, two victories at once.  As Gettysburg ends, Grant takes Vicksburg, handing the Union the whole Mississippi. On Independence Day, the Confederacy’s fate is sealed on two fronts. Kim lets the date do the work.
~10:30  ·  Fifty thousand casualties — and a cemetery to come.  The bloodiest battle (over three days) in American history. The dead will need burying — and that cemetery’s dedication will draw Lincoln to deliver 272 words. The carnage sets up the speech.

After You Watch — Questions to Sit With
1. Kim argues “the battles determine the policy.” Do you agree that political possibility ultimately rests on who wins by force? Where does that leave ideas and persuasion?
1. “You can’t eat cotton.” How did the South’s commitment to cash crops and slavery become a military weakness?
1. Lee aimed partly to influence an election by exhausting the North’s will. How much is any long war a contest of morale rather than arms?
An Invitation to Write
You can’t eat cotton.  The South built its wealth on a crop it couldn’t eat, and it mattered when the war came. Write about the difference between what is profitable and what actually sustains — in an economy, a job, or a life. When does chasing the profitable starve the essential?
Where This Connects
1. The military turning point of Movement Five.
1. Next: the speech the cemetery’s dead called forth.
↩  Return to the Hub
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