The Gettysburg Address, Part 2
The Annotated Khan Course · Track B
U.S. History · Period 5 (1844–1877) · Step 19 of 31 · about 12 minutes

How to Read This
These notes are a companion, not a replacement. Watch the actual video on Khan Academy, keep this page open beside it, and pause at each timecode to read the note. Nothing here is graded — the questions and the writing prompt are yours to use however helps you think.
What This Video Does
Khan reads the 272 words and interprets them line by line — the biblical cadence, the founding promise reopened, the quiet shift from “these United States” to “the United States,” and the rhetorical turn that makes the dead consecrate the living and bind them to “a new birth of freedom.”
In the Margins
~3:30  ·  “Four score and seven” — time made sacred.  Lincoln could have said eighty-seven years; some newspapers did. The biblical cadence reframes the founding as a sacred event and the nation’s time as holy. Kim’s point: the form is the argument. How you measure time tells people what kind of thing they’re part of.
~5:00  ·  The unfinished promise.  “...dedicated to the proposition that all men are created equal.” Lincoln sets the founding ideal in direct contradiction with slavery — and calls the war a test of whether a nation built on that proposition “can long endure.” The Declaration’s promise is reopened as the war’s purpose.
~6:30  ·  From “these United States” to “this nation.”  Before the war people said “these United States” — states first, union second. Mid-war, Lincoln leans on nation; afterward it’s always “the United States.” Watch a single word doing constitutional work: the war turns a plural into a singular. (You’ll meet this shift again in Big Takeaways.)
~8:30  ·  The rhetorical switcheroo.  “We cannot dedicate... the brave men, living and dead, who struggled here have consecrated it.” Lincoln inverts the ceremony: the cemetery doesn’t honor the dead — the dead consecrate us, and obligate the living to finish their work. The dead become a debt the living must pay.
~10:30  ·  “A new birth of freedom.”  Not a return to 1776 but a rebirth — a nation remade so that “government of the people, by the people, for the people” survives. Kim catches the radicalism under the calm: Lincoln is quietly redefining what the country is for, and binding its future to equality.

After You Watch — Questions to Sit With
1. Lincoln turned a cemetery dedication into a demand on the living: finish the work the dead began. Why is obligation a more powerful motive than grief?
1. The shift from “these United States” to “the United States” is a change of grammar — and of everything. How can a single word carry a change in a whole political order?
1. “A new birth of freedom” implies the first one was incomplete. What does it mean to love a country by insisting it isn’t yet what it claims to be?
An Invitation to Write
He loved the country by insisting it wasn’t finished.  Lincoln honored the founding ideal by naming the gap between it and reality, and calling that gap the work. Write about something you’re committed to precisely because it isn’t yet what it promises to be — and what “the unfinished work” looks like for you.
Where This Connects
1. This is the Track A core text at the heart of Movement Five — read this companion beside the primary document itself.
1. Next: how the war was actually won.
↩  Return to the Hub
The People’s Share  ·  thepeoplesshare.org  ·  2026	
