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How to Read This
These notes are a companion, not a replacement. Watch the actual video on Khan Academy, keep this page open beside it, and pause at each timecode to read the note. Nothing here is graded — the questions and the writing prompt are yours to use however helps you think.
What This Video Does
Late 1863: the Anaconda Plan tightening, the war split by the Appalachians into two theaters, and Lincoln at last finding the general he’d been searching for — Ulysses S. Grant, who took Vicksburg and Tennessee and was willing to do what the cautious generals would not.
In the Margins
~0:30  ·  The Anaconda, tightening.  Kim recaps the strategy as it nears completion: coast blockaded, Mississippi taken at Vicksburg, the noose closing on the border-state middle. Slow strangulation is working. The patient plan beats the brilliant gamble.
~2:30  ·  Two theaters, one mountain range.  The Appalachians split the war into an Eastern theater (Virginia) and a Western one (the Mississippi, Tennessee). Geography wrote the map of the war — as it wrote the map of slavery and settlement before it.
~4:00  ·  Lincoln finally finds his general.  After Scott, McClellan, and others, Grant delivers: Vicksburg, then Chattanooga and Tennessee, and Lincoln makes him general-in-chief. Kim’s contrast with McClellan is the lesson — Grant was willing to use the army and absorb losses to win. The war needed a general who would pay the price.

After You Watch — Questions to Sit With
1. The North won by slow strangulation, not a single decisive blow. When does patience beat brilliance?
1. Lincoln cycled through generals until he found one willing to fight and take losses. What’s the cost of a leader who is competent but unwilling to risk?
1. Geography split the war into two theaters. How often do mountains, rivers, and coastlines quietly decide human history?
An Invitation to Write
The plan that wins is often the patient one.  The flashy invasions failed; the slow squeeze won. Write about a time persistence and a long, unglamorous plan beat a bold gamble — in your work, your studies, or your life.
Where This Connects
1. The endgame of Movement Five’s war.
1. Next: total war, and the election that decided how the war would end.
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