Later Stages of the Civil War, Part 2
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How to Read This
These notes are a companion, not a replacement. Watch the actual video on Khan Academy, keep this page open beside it, and pause at each timecode to read the note. Nothing here is graded — the questions and the writing prompt are yours to use however helps you think.
What This Video Does
1864: Sherman’s march of total war through Georgia, and the first wartime presidential election since 1812 — including the fateful choice of Andrew Johnson as running mate, the soldiers’ “vote as you shot,” and Savannah offered to Lincoln as a Christmas present.
In the Margins
~1:30  ·  Total war as a weapon against morale.  Sherman cuts a swath through Georgia — burning, destroying infrastructure, targeting the home front — to make Southern soldiers desert to defend their families and to exhaust civilian will. Read the hard truth: deliberately ruining civilians’ lives became strategy. War’s expansion to the home front is one of the modern things this war invents.
~3:30  ·  The first wartime election since 1812.  A democracy holding a contested election in the middle of a civil war — soldiers voting by leave or by mail. Kim flags how extraordinary this is: the Union risked letting the people vote the war away rather than suspend the ballot. The franchise held even under fire.
~4:30  ·  Andrew Johnson, the fateful running mate.  To broaden his appeal, Lincoln replaces his VP with Andrew Johnson — a Southern slaveholder from Tennessee — to court border states and War Democrats. Kim plants the seed: this ticket-balancing choice will put a Southern sympathizer in the White House when Lincoln is killed. A campaign tactic becomes a national catastrophe.
~6:00  ·  “Vote as you shot.”  Sherman’s capture of Atlanta turned the war’s momentum just in time; the soldiers’ vote broke heavily for Lincoln. He wins a mandate to finish the war on his terms: unconditional surrender and the end of slavery. The army that fought the war also chose to finish it.
~7:30  ·  “Savannah as a Christmas present.”  Sherman’s telegram closes the march to the sea. The gift is a conquered city; the message is that the Confederacy is being cut to pieces. From here the war’s end is a matter of time.

After You Watch — Questions to Sit With
1. Sherman deliberately targeted civilians to break the South’s will. War crime, necessary shortening of the war, or both — and how do you weigh it?
1. The Union held a free election in the middle of a civil war rather than suspend it. What does that choice reveal about what the war was for?
1. A running-mate chosen for electoral math ended up shaping Reconstruction. How much of history turns on decisions made for small, tactical reasons?
An Invitation to Write
A choice made for small reasons can decide large things.  Andrew Johnson was added to the ticket for electoral math, and it changed the course of Reconstruction. Write about a small, practical decision — yours or someone else’s — that turned out to matter far more than anyone intended.
Where This Connects
1. The war’s decisive year, inside Movement Five.
1. Next: Appomattox, assassination, and the war’s bitter last act.
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