Jim Crow, Part 3
The Annotated Khan Course · Track B
U.S. History · Period 6 (1865–1898) · Step 7 of 19 · about 4 minutes

How to Read This
These notes are a companion, not a replacement. Watch the actual video on Khan Academy, keep this page open beside it, and pause at each timecode to read the note. Nothing here is graded — the questions and the writing prompt are yours to use however helps you think.
What This Video Does
Part 3 is the brief window when the federal government actually enforced Black citizenship — and the violence that met it. To make the 14th Amendment real, Congress occupied the South with federal troops and added the 15th Amendment (voting rights for Black men). For a few years it worked: Black southerners voted and held office. Then the Klan answered with terror, and the North’s will began to run out.
In the Margins
~1:00  ·  Enforcement by occupation.  Khan is precise: the 14th Amendment had to be enforced by an army. The South was divided into military districts; troops stayed until states rewrote their constitutions to recognize Black citizenship. A right on paper is only as strong as the power willing to defend it.
~1:30  ·  The 15th Amendment — and its wall.  1870: voting rights “regardless of previous condition of servitude.” Khan flags the limit in the same breath — Black men only; women wait until 1920. Even the era’s boldest expansions of democracy had walls built in.
~2:30  ·  The Klan as counter-revolution.  This is “the era of the Ku Klux Klan,” running night raids to stop Black voting. Reconstruction, Khan says, was “really a continuation of the Civil War” — the war’s politics carried on by terror after the surrender.
~3:00  ·  A struggle they didn’t win.  The honest verdict, named plainly: federal troops and Congressional Republicans met “implacable resistance” and largely lost. By 1877 only two states still had troops — not because equality was won, but because the North was letting go.

After You Watch — Questions to Sit With
1. Khan says a right is only as real as the power willing to enforce it. Where do you see that principle at work — then or now?
1. The 15th Amendment expanded democracy and excluded women in the same sentence. How should we weigh a reform that liberates and limits at once?
1. Reconstruction is often taught as a “failure.” After this video, does that word fit — or is “defeat” more accurate? Does the difference matter?
An Invitation to Write
For a few years, it worked — and then it was allowed to stop working.  This is the high-water mark of Black political power until the 1960s: men voting, holding office, governing. Write about that window. What does it prove was possible? And what does it mean that the obstacle, in the end, was not that equality couldn’t be achieved but that the country stopped paying the cost of defending it?
Where This Connects
1. This is the high-water mark of Black political power until the civil-rights era — and Track A’s Reconstruction texts (the 14th and 15th Amendments, Black officeholders’ speeches) land hardest right here.
1. The “implacable resistance” Khan names is the violence the next reformers — Ida B. Wells, in Step 18 — will spend their lives documenting.
1. Next: Part 4 — the Compromise of 1877, Plessy v. Ferguson, and the lost opportunity.
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